MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF 


CHIEF  PUBLIC 


INSPECTOR 


Bletchley  Urban  District  Council 


Chairman  of  the  Council : 


Chairman : 


Councillor  D.  LF.E 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 


Councillor  F.  M.  L.  BOWMAN 


Members : 


Councillors  Mrs.  G.  E.  GREENAWAY 
C.  E.  BOWBEN 
E.  W.  DANIELS 
R.  E.  MUNDELL 
E.  R.  STANIFORD  J.P. 
J.  S.  THOMSON 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF 
Medical  Officer  of  Health: 


P.  Lavis,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

(Also  M.O.H.  for  Buckingham  M.B.,  the  Urban  Districts  of  Newport  Pagnell 
and  Wolverton,  the  Rural  Districts  of  Buckingham,  Newport  Pagnell  and 
Winslow,  Area  M.O.  for  North  Bucks  and  Divisional  S.M.O.  for  the  North 
Bucks  Division  and  the  Buckingham  and  Winslow  District) 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

S.  Hetherington,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector: 

A.  James,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector: 


J.  R.  Bailey,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector: 

Mrs.  P.  A.  Jones,  (from  28. 9-1970) 


Rodent  Officer: 


A.  G.  Meacham 


Clerical  Assistant: 


Miss.  C.  M.  Stone 


To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the 


BLETCHLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1970>  which  was  "Conservation  Year". 

The  current  fashion  for  expansion  has  particular  significance 
locally,  where  conservation  is  something  we  cannot  even  hope  for. 
The  assault  on  our  senses  is  yet  to  begin.  The  law  is  almost 
impotent  as  a means  of  protection  for  the  quality  of  life  : means 
must  be  found  to  enable  us  to  adapt  to  new  conditions  or  prevent 
disruptive  influences  occuring  too  suddenly  to  disturb  the  harmony 
of  our  relationship  with  the  environment.  A consumer  orientated 
society  of  necessity  must  accept  change  and  these  changes  bring 
new  problems,  often  unexpected  ones,  that  are  becoming  increasingly 
difficult  to  solve.  The  results  rarely  bring  any  more  satisfaction 
to  the  individual,  too  often  the  end  products  include  increasing 
frustration. 

Naturally  there  is  no  question  of  the  status  quo  being  maintained 
steady  progress  is  essential  for  human  satisfaction  and  a basic 
natural  law.  Whether  progress  is  in  the  right  direction  is  a 
question  we  must  face  up  to.  Are  we  taking  advice  from  economists 
who  are  sufficiently  well  versed  in  the  effects  of  their  theories 
on  human  personality?  Is  the  value  and  importance  of  our 
environment  being  underestimated?  When  any  future  proposals  for 
development  of  our  fast  diminishing  natural  environment  are 
considered,  careful  thought  needs  to  be  given  to  these  questions. 
Every  patch  of  open  ground  must  be  used  in  a manner  that 
complements,  rather  than  conflicts  with,  human  activity.  Any  new 
activity  must  not  produce  any  by-products  that  can  give  offence  or 
harm.  Even  old  activities  like  procreation  must  be  carried  out 
responsibily  in  a manner  that  does  not  create  problems  for  the 
future . 

Lack  of  progress  in  creating  smoke  control  areas  is  something  I 
regret  to  have  to  report.  Nevertheless  I am  sure  we  are  acting 
properly  by  not  proceeding  with  the  work,  when  the  public  have 
genuine  fears  about  the  availability  of  adequate  suitable  solid 
fuels.  Until  we  are  reassured  on  this  point  it  would  be  a mistake 
to  proceed.  I hope  that  more  people  will  turn  to  other  forms  of 
heating  whenever  they  have  the  opportunity  so  that  little 
conversion  will  be  necessary  when  the  time  comes  for  implementation 
of  this  part  of  the  Clean  Air  Act. 

From  the  graphs  on  page  24  depicting  sulphur  dioxide  and  smoke 
levels  in  the  town  through  the  year  it  can  be  shown  that  the  major 
atribution  to  atmospheric  pollution  is  by  domestic  chimneys. 

Communicable  Diseases 


The  Brucellosis  Incentive  scheme  was  launched  on  13th  July  and 
owners  of  clean  herds  were  invited  to  come  forward  for  early 
accreditation.  The  government  was  to  announce  the  first  areas  for 
compulsory  eradication  in  1977*  One  hopes  for  rapid  progress  in 
the  scheme  so  that  the  brucella  organism  is  cleared  from  the 
country  for  good.  Owners  of  clean  or  relatively  clean  herds  should 
gain  by  vouluntary  accreditation  under  this  scheme  rather  than  by 
awaiting  compulsory  eradication.  A new  "Rose  Bengal"  test  to  be 
undertaken  free  of  charge  will  simplify  blood  tests. 
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Measles  vaccination,  after  a hold-up  lasting  many  months,  was 
resumed  though  it  was  doubtful  whether  sufficient  vaccine  could  be 
administered  in  time  to  prevent  the  usual  epidemic  due  at  the  end 
of  the  year.  Rubella  (German  measles)  vaccine  became  available 
generally  and  a scheme  was  launched  to  offer  this  to  all  13  year 
old  girls.  The  response  was  fairly  good.  The  aim  is  to  try  and 
ensure  that  all  girls  are  resistant  to  the  disease  before  pregnancy 
occurs  : we  are  not  yet  aiming  to  clear  the  virus  from  the 
community.  It  is  not  a vaccine  to  use  on  adults  where  there  is 
the  remotest  possibility  of  pregnancy  near  the  time  of  vaccination. 

It  might  be  of  interest  to  record  that  a number  of  cases  of  hand, 
foot  and  mouth  diseases  occurred  among  school  children.  They  are 
not  notifiable , therefore  I cannot  give  an  accurate  estimate  of  the 
numbers  involved. 

I must  record  a more  serious  outbreak  of  staphylococcal  food 
poisoning  involving  140  school  children,  the  carrying  agent  being 
cold  tongue,  the  source  a nasal  carrier.  This  type  of  food 
poisoning  is  eminently  preventable  and  depends  on  education  of  the 
food  handler  in  personal  hygiene,  the  use  of  correct  methods  for 
the  manipulation  of  foods  - especially  cooked  meats,  poultry, 
filled  pastries,  etc.  which  should  not  be  touched  by  hand,  and  the 
correct  use  of  refrigeration.  I must  emphasise  that  the  remedy  for 
much  of  the  stomach  pains  that  constantly  smoulder  in  the  community 
lies  in  the  individual's  own  hands.  In  addition  to  good  food 
hygiene  practice  at  home,  the  housewife  should  give  her  custom  to 
shops  that  practice  the  highest  standards,  in  particular  those 
that  cover  food  properly  and  use  tongs  rather  than  fingers. 

Health  Education 

Emphasis  was  given  to  the  Cancer  education  programme  including 
publicity  on  the  dangers  of  cigarette  smoking  and  offering 
practical  help  to  people  who  were  prepared  to  make  the  effort  to 
shake  off  the  addiction.  The  anti-smoking  clinic  was  not  the 
success  I had  hoped  it  would  be  in  terms  of  attendances.  Only  52 
people  enrolled (ard many  of  these  were  not  local).  The  results  of 
such  an  exercise  cannot,  of  course,  be  evaluated  until  sometime 
has  passed,  to  take  account  of  those  who  relapse  and  start  smoking 
again.  However,  after  one  year  we  know  that  only  six  remained 
non-smokers.  Of  those  who  had  taken  up  the  habit  again,  the  most 
prominent  reasons  for  doing  so  were  the  influence  of  friends  and 
advertising. 

We  do  not  intend  resuming  these  clinics  until  sufficient  time  has 
elapsed  for  us  to  make  a proper  judgement  on  whether  our  methods 
are  indeed  of  any  value.  The  most  important  principle  is  to  try 
and  persuade  adults  to  set  an  example  to  children  so  that  they  do 
not  fall  into  the  grip  of  this  addictive  and  dangerous  habit. 

Staff 

With  the  departure  of  our  student  Public  Health  Inspector,  we 
have  welcomed  Mrs.  P.A.  Jones.  Although  not  unique,  this  must  be 
one  of  the  few  public  health  departments  to  claim  a P.H.I.  with 
those  inherent  qualities  that  give  a distinct  advantage  to  one 
trying  to  persuade  an  erring  individual  to  adopt  higher  standards. 
She  is  certainly  a much  needed  addition  to  the  staff  to  enable  the 
department  to  keep  pace  with  an  expanding  town. 

I must  thank  members  on  behalf  of  the  department  for  the 
continued  support  and  thought  they  give  to  the  public  health. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  servant 
P.  Lavis 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


GENERAL ; 


1969  1970 


Area  (in  acres) 

Population  (mid-year  estimate) 
Rateable  Value  (1st  April) 

Rate  per  £1 

Sum  represented  by  Id  rate 


4,459 

28,300 

£1,544,220 

12/2d 

£6,900 


4,459 
30,290 
£1,650,133 
12/1  Id 
£7,250 


BIRTHS : 


Legitimate 

Males 

282 

332 

Females 

320 

■i  3.3-S 

Illegitimate 

Males 

11 

12 

Females 

17 

21 

Birth  rate  per 

1 ,000  Population  - 
(adjusted) 

17.6 

1 

Birth  rate  per 

1 ,000  Population  - 

England  & Wales 

16.3 

16.0 

Stillbirths 

Males 

2 

2 

Females 

3 

4 

DEATHS : 

Death  rate  per  1 ,000  Population  - 


(adjusted) 

13.0 

■i  \0  3 

Death  rate  per  1 ,000  Population  - 

England  and  Wales 

11.9 

11.7 

Infant  Mortality  (rate  per  1,000  births) 
Infant  Mortality  (rate  per  1,000  births) 

21 .0 

11.0 

England  and  Wales 

18.0 

18.0 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legit. 

Illegit . 

Total 

Legit . 

Illegit . 

Live  Births 

344 

332 

12 

309 

288 

21 

Stillbirths 

2 

2 

- 

4 

2 

2 

Deaths  of  Infants 

Under  1 year  of  age 

5 

4 

1 

2 

2 

- 

Under  4 weeks  of  age 

3 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Under  1 week  of  age 

3 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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.mmCIPAL  .CAUSES, QE 

Enteritis  and  other  Diarrhoeal  diseases 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  diseases 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Oesophagus 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms 

Diabetes  Mellitus 

Mental  Disorders 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 

Other  forms  of  Heart  Disease 

Cerebrovascular  Disease 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 
Asthma 

Other  diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

Other  Diseases,  Geni to -Urinary  System 

Congenital  Anomalies 

Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour,  etc. 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 
All  other  Accidents 
All  other  external  causes 

Total  all  causes 


1Q70 


M.  F.  T . 

1 1 

1 - 1 

1 1 

1 2 3 

3 2 5 

8 4 12 

4 4 

2 2 4 

1 1 2 

1 - 1 

1 - 1 

27  18  45 

246 
2 16  18 

3 4 7 

2 2 4 

5 7 12 

4 3 7 

2 1 3 

1 - 1 

1 1 

1 1 2 

1 1 

1 - 1 

3 - 3 

2-2 
6 1 7 

1 6 7 

_J 1 Z 


81  8^  164 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES: 

Notifications 

Food  Poisoning  150 

Acute  Encephalitis  1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatarum  1 

Infective  Jaundice  1 

Scarlet  Fever  17 


Tuberculosis  :Respiratory  4)  £ 


Other  2) 

Dysentery  1 1 
Measles  29 
Whooping  Cough  12 
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PERSONAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 

Area  Health  Office: 

224  Queensway,  Bletchley  (Tel:470l) 

Ambulance  Service : 

Administered  by  Bucks.  County  Council 
stationed  at  Whalley  Drive  (Te'l:2565) 

Hospitals : 

Under  the  Oxford  Regional  Hospital 
Board.  Patients  treated  at  Aylesbury 
and  Northampton. 

General  Practitioners.  Maternity  Unit 
at  Whalley  Drive.  Outpatients 
facilities  for:  Chest  Diseases,  Ear, 
Nose  and  Throat,  Dermatology, 
Ophthalmology,  Paediatrics, 
Psychiatry,  Surgery,  Gynaecology, 
Orthopaedics . 

Public  Health  Laboratory:  Kimbolton  Road,  Bedford 


Health  Visitors: 

Area  Superintendent  - Mrs . D. L .Mare tt 
(at  Area  Health  Office) 

District  Nurses : ) 
Midwives : ) 

Area  Superintendent  - Mrs.O.  Riley 
(at  Area  Health  Office) 

Social  Workers: 

(Medical,  Welfare,  Blind,  Mental 
Health)  Area  Officer  - Mr.P.K.  Smith 
(at  Area  Health  Office) 

Home  Help  Service : 

Area  Organiser  - Mrs.  M.A.  Goldsmith 
(at  Area  Health  Office) 

Occupational  Therapy  Centre:  Supervisor  - firs.  Martin  (Tel:2073) 


Industrial  Unit : 

(for  subnormals) 

226  Queensway 

Supervisor  - Mrs.  Beryl  (Tel: 2811) 
Whaddon  Way 

Residential  Accommodation  The  Coppice,  Whalley  Drive 


for  Elderly: 

Child  Health  Clinics : 

Whalley  Drive  (Tel:  3781 ) • Also 
Methodist  Hall,  Queensway,  Thursday 
afternoons . 

Dental  Clinic: 

Whalley  Drive  (Tel: 3784)  Treatment 
is  available  to  school  children  and 
expectant  mothers.  The  dentist 
visits  schools  regularly. 

Child  Guidance  Clinic: 

Whalley  Drive  (Tel:8783) 

Psychiatrist:  Dr.  M.  Lindsay. 
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Health  Education  Officer: 

Mr.  T.  Wat con 

(at  Area  Health  Office) 

School  Health  Service: 

Administered  from  Area  Health 
Offices.  This  service  is 
responsible  for  examination  of 
pupils  in  accordance  with  the 
Education  Act  1 944 * ascertainment 
of  handicapped  pupils  and 
arranging  appropriate  treatment. 
Vaccination  and  immunisation  is 
also  arranged  for:  tuberculosis, 
polio,  diptheria,  tetanus, 
measles  and  rubella. 

Childrens ' Department : 

Area  Child  Care  Officer  - 

Miss  J.  M.  Walker 

(at  Area  Health  Office) 

Family  Planning  Clinic: 

Child  Health  Clinic,  Whalley  Drive 
(By  appointment  - Tel:2285) 

Cervical  Cytology  Clinic: 

By  private  doctor  or  at  Whalley 
Drive  Clinic  (Tel:4701  for 
appointment ) 

Marriage  Guidance  Council: 

Appointments  for  Bletchley  area 
(Tel:4500)  Interviews  held  at 
Whalley  Drive  Clinic. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT 


WATER  SUPPLY: 

The  Bucks  Water  Board  have  reported  the  following  information; 

1 . The  water  supply  to  the  Urban  District  of  Bletchley  was 
satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity  throughout  the  year. 

2.  No  contamination  of  the  supply  was  detected. 

3.  Average  analyses  of  the  two  supplies  to  the  district, 
Battlesden  and  Graf ham,  are  set  out  below. 


PHYSICAL  CHARACTERISTICS: 


Appearance 
pH  Value 
Colour 
Turbidity 


Battlesden 
Clear  and  Bright 

7-9 

Less  than  5 

0-5 


Graf ham 

Clear  and  Bright 
7.6 

Less  than  5 
0.7 


CHEMICAL  EXAMINATION: 

Ammonia  Nitrogen 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen 

Nitrite  Nitrogen 

Nitrate  Nitrogen 

C>2  absorbed  from  permanganate 

Free  CO2 

Alkalinity  as  CaCOj 
Carbonate  Hardness 
Non-Carbonate  Hardness 
Total  Hardness 
Total  Solids 
Calcium  as  Ca 
Magnesium,  as  Mg 
Sulphate , as  SO4 
Chloride , as  Cl 
Iron,  as  Fe : Total 
Fluoride  as  F 
Residual  Chlorine 
Silica,  as  SiC>2 
Phosphate  as  PO4 


0.01  0.05 

0.01  0.18 

0.025  0.005 

Less  than  0.1  1 . 5 

0.05  1.1 

4 7 

160  145 

160  145 

45  85 

205  230 

245  500 

68  74 

8 11 

45  189 

18  61 

0.05  0.04 

0.23  0.40 

0.1  0.3 

19  3 

0.80 


Number  of  examples  examined 


5 


5 
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THE  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
CHIEF JKIBLIQ . _ HEAIEI!K-,]^PECI!Qa 

To  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Bletchley  Urban  District  Council 
Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I respectfully  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  work  of  the 
Public  Health  Inspectors'  Department. 

1970  was  European  Conservation  Year,  or  "conversation"  year  as 
some  were  inclined  to  call  it. 

The  aims  were  to  be ; 

to  agree  on  policies  which  would  help  conserve  and  improve  the 
quality  of  the  environment  and  to  find  the  best  ways  to  put  them 
into  action; 

to  make  conservation  problems  clearer  to  everyone,  so  that  there 
would  be  better  support  for  any  measures  needed  to  deal  with  them. 

There  was  no  doubt  that  the  year  was  the  most  prolific,  on  a. 
world  wide  scale  for  concerned  expression  about  the  environment. 
Pollution  and  distribution  are  two  words  which  seem  to  quite  aptly 
describe  much  of  what  it  was  all  about; 

pollution  of  the  atmosphere,  of  rivers,  of  water  supplies,  the 
sea  and  beaches  and  of  the  land  by  chemicals  in  chimney  emmissions, 
trade  effluents,  toxic  wastes,  oil  and  insecticides,  even  pollution 
of  the  senses  by  smells  and  noise; 

distribution,  or  rather  the  indiscriminate  distribution  of 
litter  in  the  countryside  and  towns,  the  inadequate  distribution  of 
wealth  and  food  supplies  on  the  global  scale  in  face  of  growing 
populations  and  the  over-distribution  of  urban  brick  and  concrete 
often  in  need  of  renovation  and  renewal. 

An  apathetic  public  was  gradually  awakened  and  from  a television 
series  a new  word  - "doomwatch"  was  added  to  the  language. 

In  history,  words  have  often  come  to  take  on  a larger  meaning. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  Public  Health  Inspector  have 
seen  many  in  the  last  hundred  or  so  years  - infection,  sanitation, 
hygiene,  pollution,  environment,  conservation.  Most  of  these  are 
still  with  us  and  the  one  now  on  the  horizon  is  ecology. 

Taken  in  it's  widest  sense  ecology  is  said  to  be  "the  study  of 
the  total  effect  of  any  change  in  the  environment  as  a whole  as 
opposed  to  it's  partial  effect  on  a specific  sector  of  it.  It  is 
more  of  an  approach  than  a discipline,  an  approach  that  transcends 
the  conventional  divisions  of  science" . 

The  ultimate  word  seem  to  have  already  been  coined  — 
eco-catastrophe  and  it  is  used  to  describe  our  doom  (by  some)  by 
the  end  of  the  century,  if  nothing  is  done  to  halt  pollution  and 
protect  the  quality  of  life. 

It  was  surely  ironic  that  during  this  year  of  loud  noises  about 
curbing  pollution  in  all  of  it's  insidious  forms,  that  certain 
events  took  place  in  direct  conflict  with  the  progress  that  was 
being  entreated. 

For  several  weeks  and  in  various  parts  of  the  country, 
uncontrolled  mounds  of  garbage  appeared  in  the  streets  and 
inadequately  or  untreated  sewage  discharged  into  waterways.  In 
our  own  district  we  can  count  ourselves  indeed  fortunate  to  have 
escaped  such  occurrences. 
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Another  set-back,  one  which  had  already  been  threatening  the 
clean  air  programme,  was  the  announcement  that  there  would  be  a 
chronic  shortage  of  solid  smokeless  fuels  during  the  winter  period 
and  the  likelihood  that  the  position  would  not  be  restored  before 
the  following  winter. 

This  after  fourteen  years  struggle  to  reduce  domestic  pollution 
must  have  been  a bitter  pill  to  those  local  authorities  who  were 
getting  on  well  with  their  programmes.  In  the  capital,  where  it 
was  being  said  that  there  was  now  50%  more  winter  sunshine, 
numerous  smoke  control  orders  were  suspended. 

A start  on  our  own  programme,  even  though  we  had  not  the  staff 
to  cope,  had  obviously  to  be  delayed  in  face  of  such  a 
pronouncement . 

The  local  effect  of  the  work  of  the  Roskill  Commission  became 
apparent  when  the  Report  announced  that  what  had  been  a 
possibility  had  been  converted  to  a probability  by  choosing 
Cublington  to  be  the  site  of  London's  third  airport. 

There  were  fears  that  the  Pinal  Report  for  Milton  Keynes  new 
city,  which  had  just  been  completed  and  publicised,  would  have  to 
be  scrapped  and  new  designs  and  considerations  produced. 

In  all  this,  we  had  our  own  problems.  A replacement  had  to  be 
found  for  our  departing  clerk/typist  and  we  count  ourselves 
fortunate  to  have  had  Miss  C.  Stone  join  us,  for  she  has  proved 
to  be  a most  capable  and  conscientous  colleague.  Mot  so  lucky 
have  we  been  with  students  for  our  second  one  left  us  before  the 
year  was  out . 

Two  advertising  ventures  on  a national  scale  for  a badly  needed 
additional  Public  Health  Inspector  to  increase  the  establishment 
produced  a near  nil  response  and  no  appointment.  Fortune, 
however,  dictated  that  we  should  succeed,  for  in  the  latter 
quarter  of  the  year  we  were  joined  by  a newly  qualified  Inspector, 
a rare  female  of  the  species,  Mrs.  P.  A.  Jones. 

Congratulations  must  also  be  extended  to  Mr.  J.  R.  Bailey  on  his 
promotion  to  Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 

We  must,  however,  not  be  complacent.  With  the  town  population 
growing  swiftly,  rapid  new  development  with  all  it's  consequences 
imminent,  a domestic  smoke  control  programme  to  start  and  the 
probability  of  housing  improvement  areas  to  come , a torrent  of  new 
work,  apart  from  what  any  new  legislation  might  bring,  will  burst 
upon  us  and  we  must  not  find  ourselves  struggling  along  as  we  have 
done  in  latter  years. 

In  conclusion,  I should  like  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the 
support  and  understanding  of  the  Members  of  the  Council , in 
particular  the  Health  Committee  and  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  the  staff  of  the  department  and  other  colleagues  during 
the  year  under  review. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


A.  James 


FOOD 
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MEAT  INSPECTION; 

The  throughput  of  the  town's  private  and  only  slaughterhouse 
continued  to  rise,  the  volume  being  over  three  times  the  amount 
dealt  with  in  1965  when  the  Department  came  into  being. 

Regulations  prescribe  the  details  to  which  the  inspections  of  all 
carcases  and  offal  are  to  be  subjected  in  order  to  assess  fitness, 
or  otherwise,  for  human  consumption. 

Such  work  amounts  to  a pathological  investigation  for  evidence 
of  illness,  disease,  abnormalities  and  parasitic  infestation  and 
the  final  careful  judgement  must  take  into  account  the  extent  of 
the  affection  and  it's  liability  to  adversely  affect  the  consumer 
but  must  include  some  consideration  to  prevent  unnecessary  waste 
of  potential  food. 

The  following  table  gives  the  categories  and  numbers  of  animals 
slaughtered  for  which  193  visits  were  necessary  and  during  which 
a total  weight  of  meat  and  offal  condemned  amounted  to; 

1 ton  2 cwt  3 lbs. 


DETAILS  OF  CARCASES  AND  OFFAL  INSPECTED  AND  PAFTS  CONDEMNED 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  Pigs 
and 

Lambs 

Number  slaughtered 

178 

18 

1,839 

366 

Number  inspected 

178 

18 

1,839 

366 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and  Cvsticerci 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

4 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

67 

- 

2 

524 

31 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Cvsticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

— 

- 

— 

- 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigeration 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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POULTRY  INSPECTION: 

The  Slaughter  of  Poultry  Act  1967  was  brought  into  force  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year. 

The  main  effect  was  to  prohibit  the  killing  of  turkeys  and 
domestic  fowls,  by  bleeding,  without  prior  stunning  with  an 
approved  electrical  apparatus,  except  that  decapitation  or 
dislocation  of  the  neck  as  a means  of  slaughter  would  continue  to 
be  allowed. 

Processing  at  the  local  factory  was  commenced  by  bleeding  each 
bird,  so  to  comply  with  the  new  law  an  electrical  stunning  device 
had  to  be  installed. 

It  appears  that  the  technical  development  of  such  apparatus  has 
still  some  way  to  go  and  the  Ministry  have  not  yet  given  any 
indication  as  to  what  instruments  are  or  might  be  approved. 

Amongst  the  problems  encountered  is  the  one  of  ensuring  that  all 
birds  passing  through  the  machine  are  rendered  unconscious 
irrespective  of  weight,  size  and  length  of  neck.  Prior  to 
stunning,  birds  are  suspended  head  down  and  variations  in  size,  or 
any  over-activeness  whilst  passing  through  the  device,  sometimes 
results  in  insufficient  or  no  electric  current  reaching  the  brain 
to  cause  unconsciousness . 

A Circular  accompanying  the  Order  which  brought  the  Act  into 
effect  mentioned  that  regulations  were  proposed  covering  humane 
conditions  and  practices  for  poultry  slaughtering,  but  none  were 
forthcoming  during  the  rest  of  the  year. 

The  firm  operating  at  the  local  factory,  in  latter  years,  had 
under  consideration  the  expansion  of  their  slaughtering  facilities 
either  in  this  district  or  elsewhere  but  the  scheme  appears  to 
have  been  shelved  indefinitely. 

The  expansion  scheme  would  have  included  facilities  for  a large 
percentage  of  the  throughput  to  be  eviscerated  and  prepared  as 
oven-ready  birds.  As  evisceration  was  not  included  in  the  normal 
process,  a small  pilot  plant  had  been  installed  in  adjoining 
premises  trying  out  new  equipment  and  techniques  but  this  plant 
has  been  discontinued. 

Prescribed  particulars: 


- number  of  poultry  processing  premises  1 

- number  of  visits  to  such  premises  66 

- total  number  of  birds  processed  during  the 

year  2,745,156 

- types  of  birds  processed  Broilers 

- percentage  of  birds  rejected  as  unfit  for 

human  consumption  0.79 

- weight  of  poultry  condemned  (lbs)  79,642 


UNFIT  FOOD: 

Seventy-four  visits  were  made  to  various  food  premises  for  the 
purpose  of  examining  food,  in  canned  or  other  forms.  In  cases 
where  it  was  found  to  be  unfit  and  was  surrendered  or  an 
undertaking  given  for  satisfactory  disposal,  a certificate  was 
given  to  this  effect. 
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There  are,  however,  occasions  when  the  food  submitted  to 
inspection  is  not  unfit  but  unsaleable  and  these  occur  when  shop 
refrigerators  holding  deep  frozen  foods  break  down. 

Depending  on  the  lapse  of  time  between  the  failure  and  it  being 
observed,  the  goods  may  either  be  in  a sodden  state  or  merely  at 
the  point  of  de-frosting  that  would  be  necessary  before  being 
consumed. 

In  the  latter  case,  a dilemma  occurs  - to  the  shopkeeper,  as 
unfrozen  goods  may  not  be  refrozen,  he  cannot  sell  them  as  the 
frozen  article  and  he  is  unlikely  to  be  able  to  sell  them  quickly 
enough  before  further  deterioration  - for  the  Inspector,  who 
cannot  condemn  as  unfit,  food  which  is  in  the  state  to  which 
normally  the  consumer  would  bring  it  before  consumption.  In  these 
circumstances,  therefore,  we  accept  the  surrender  of  such  goods 
and  issue  a certificate  indicating  that  the  food  in  question  is 
not  saleable. 

One  thing  that  did  strike  us  as  odd  was  that  during  the  events 
of  December,  when  electric  supplies  were  interrupted  for  several 
hours  at  a time,  the  numerous  expected  calls  for  the  surrender  of 
unfrozen  stocks  did  not  take  place. 


Total  weight  of  food  condemned. 

tons 

cwts 

lbs 

Meat  at  slaughterhouse 

1 

2 

3 

Meat  at  retail  premises 

37 

Cooked  meat  and  meat  products 

19 

38 

Canned  meats 

29 

Other  canned  foods 

34 

Pish 

3 

31 

Other  foods 

1 

. 3 

47 

Total 

3 

8 

107 

An  interesting  incident  encountered  was  that  concerning  imported 
dessicated  coconut  despatched  to  a local  factory. 

A Port  Health  Authority  had  allowed  the  shipment  to  proceed  to 
it's  destination  pending  the  results  on  samples  taken  for  analysis. 

The  Analyst  reported  the  presence  of  sulphur  dioxide,  which  in 
some  foods  and  in  certain  quantities,  is  permitted  as  a 
perservative . 

The  Port  Health  Authority  were  of  the  opinion  that  no  such 
allowance  was  provided  by  law  in  the  case  of  coconut,  but  this 
opinion  was  based  on  their  interpretation  of  a complicated  legal 
definition  which  partly  involved  considering  whether  or  not  a 
coconut  was  a fruit. 

The  SO2  had  not  been  deliberately  added  as  a preservative  in  the 
country  of  origin,  but  had  some  how  gained  access  during  treatment, 
possibly  from  the  fuel  oil  used  in  a heating  process. 

Before  declaring  the  shipment  unfit  we  set  about,  with  the 
factory  management , to  see  if  a way  of  eliminating  the  offending 
matter  could  be  discovered  and  it  was  decided  to  try  roasting  the 
coconut  taking  samples  before  and  after  for  analysis.  This 
treatment  turned  out  to  be  entirely  successful  and  we  were  able  to 
release  the  consignment  for  use  providing  it  underwent  the 
roasting  process. 

Our  effort,  however,  proved  abortive  for  we  heard  about  this 
time  that  the  judgement  in  a test  case  had  ruled  that  the  relevant 
legal  requirement  did  not  apply. 
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FOOD  COMPLAINTS: 


Forty-six  complaints  involving  129  visits  and  interviews  and 
concerning  an  assortment  of  extraneous  materials  in  food 
represented  a rise  of  over  100%  above  the  average  dealt  with 
during  the  last  five  years. 

The  difficulties  in  dealing  with  the  complaints  were  many,  the 
range  and  the  complainants  diverse. 

Speed  in  beginning  an  investigation  is  of  course  essential, 
other  work  must  be  set  aside  if  one  is  to  give  the  vendor  or  the 
producer  the  opportunity  of  seeing  the  article  as  it  was 
presented  for  complaint. 

Visits  must  often  be  made  to  the  home  of  the  agrieved  to 
consider  possibilities  of  faults  or  occurrences  of  a domestic 
nature . 

Further  investigation  may  culminate  in  a retail  shop  or  may  go 
further,  through  delivery  salesmen,  varying  channels  of 
distribution  and  back  to  a manufacturer,  sometimes  even  beyond 
this  to  the  firm  strictly  involved  in  only  producing  containers 
for  food. 


Complainants,  as  human  nature  goes,  are  rarely  consistant.  A 
trivial  or  less  serious  incident  may  arouse  high  indignation  in 
some,  with  the  threat  that  "something  must  be  done  or  else  I'll 
see  my  Councillor  (M.P. ) (newspaper)" , yet  quite  often  the 
housewife  who  timidly  seeks  us  out  with  her  two  weeks  old  loaf 
and  who  has  only  come  at  the  instigation  of  a friend,  will  flatly 
refuse  to  have  anything  to  do  with  Court  action  and  wants  nothing 
stronger  than  a 'ticking  off'  for  the  seller. 


Table  of  complaints  investigated: 

Dirty  milk  bottle  (3) 

Abnormal  taste  to  bacon 
Mouldy  cheese  (4) 

Glass  in  milk 
Mouldy  cream  dessert 
Abnormal  smell  to  sandwich 
spread 

Spider  in  cheese 

Mouldy  steak  and  kidney  pudding 

Mouldy  sandwich  cakes  (3) 

Fly  in  pork  pie 
Mouldy  beetroot 
Metal  in  canned  fish 
Decomposing  bacon  pack  (3) 
Mouldy  puff  pastry 
Unwholesome  carrots 
Mouldy  bread  (2) 


Decomposing  pig  Kidney 
Stone  in  currant  bun 
Foreign  matter  in  cake 
Defective  cooked  meat  can 
Foreign  matter  in  bread 
Fruit  stalk  and  skin  in 
peanut  butter 
Rust  fragments  in  cheese 
Souring  cream 
Rusty  can  of  peas 
Mouldy  crab-fish  spread 
Fruit  fly  larvae  in  soft 
drink 

Foreign  substance  in 
pilchards 

Foreign  substance  in  bread 
Fish  hook  in  can  of  salmon 


As  will  be  seen  complaints  as  well  as  complainants  come  in  all 
variations . 

Some  were  trivial,  like  the  alleged  maggot  which  turned  out  to 
be  nothing  more  harmful  than  a piece  of  lemon  peel,  or  the  pear 
stalk  and  piece  of  rind  in  peanut  butter,  more  likely  but  not 
proven,  to  have  been  introduced  in  the  home. 

Others  were  accidental,  like  the  loss  of  vacuum  in  the  bacon  and 
cheese  packs  from  damaged  wrappings  often  resulting  in  nasty 
smelling  or  mouldy  contents  and  similarly  with  the  sandwich  spread 
and  fish  paste  jars  which  had  sustained  impact  somewhere  on  the 
journey  to  the  consumer. 
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Mouldy  goods  were  of  trie  class  s^ill  receiving  the  highest 
incidence  of  dis-satisf act : on  and  w.-rce  often  the  result  of  poor 
stock  rotation.  Shopk.:  - ,n;:3  :l  id  :o  place  too  much  reliance  on 
the  deliverer  to  merchandise  particular  lines  of  food  and  in 
keeping  it  up  to  date.  Shopkeepers  are  not  always  the  culprits, 
witness  creams  and  similar  products  sometime  arriving  with  half 
or  more  of  the  recommended  shelf-life  expired. 

The  seemingly  inevitable  dirty  milk  bottle  cropped  up  three 
times  and  a prosecution  on  the  third,  was  taken  at  the  Magistrates 
Court  of  the  district  where  the  bottling  plant  was  situated. 

Public  misuse  of  the  returnable  glass  milk  bottle  continues  to 
be  a most  serious  problem  for  the  milk  industry.  In  spite  of 
elaborate  washing  and  sterilising  plant  and  photo-electric 
scanning  devices,  a small  proportion  of  ill-treated  bottles  still 
manage  to  escape  vigilance.  Without  doubt  the  worst  are  those 
collected  from  building  sites,  a great  amount  of  which  have  to  be 
destroyed. 

Until  a non-returnable  container  is  used,  and  customer-resistance 
appears  to  go  some  way  in  discouraging  it's  use,  it  looks  as  if 
complaints  will  continue  concerning  either  dirty  bottles  or 
containing  broken  glass. 

The  most  serious  complaint  was  the  last  of  the  year  and  involved 
a fish  hook  in  salmon  canned  abroad.  Whilst  eating  a sandwich 
containing  the  salmon, the  unfortunate  consumer  had  his  tongue 
pierced  by  the  hook.  Although  serious  enough  in  itself  this 
person  might  have  been  more  dangerously  affected  if  the  hock  had 
penetrated  to  the  throat  or  further. 

According  to  the  importer,  the  inspection  authority  of  the 
country  of  origin  was  concerned  about  such  occurrences  and  were 
making  requirements  for  the  fish  cutlets  to  be  subjected  to 
powerful  magnets. 

In  food  complaints,  the  offence  in  law  is  one  of  a "sale  tc-  the 
prejudice  of  the  purchaser"  of  the  particular  food  in  question. 

One  irate  complainant  admitted  that  he  knew  that  his  cheese  was 
mouldy  and  that  he  had  deliberately  bought  it  with  a view  to 
seeking  a prosecution. 

That  we  would  take  up  the  matter  of  displaying  such  goods  at  the 
shop,  but  that  no  legal  action  would  result,  seeing  that  he  had 
not  been  prejudiced  was  not  a satisfactory  outcome  to  our  visitor 
and  we  learnt  later  that  he  had  paraded  outside  of  the  shop 
complete  with  a placard  calling  upon  potential  customers  not  to 
enter. 

FOOD  HYGIENE: 

Several  new  establishments  were  added  to  the  ever  growing  list 
of  premises  providing  food. 

Canteens  were  often  included  in  new  factory  and  school  buildings 
and  the  public  catering  facilities  were  extended  by  the  opening  of 
two  Chinese  Take-away  Food  shops,  an  Indian  restaurant,  a snack 
bar  and  extensions  to  an  existing  light  meals  establishment. 

From  the  trade's  point  of  view,  ensuring  that  food  is  fit  to 
eat  and  that  the  place  where  it  is  prepared  and  sold  is  clean 
should  not  be  too  diff icult ,f or  the  subject  is  one  where  common 
sense  is  as  important  as  technical  knowledge. 

The  Public  Health  Inspector  is  armed  with  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations  but  besides  the  law  other  weapons  in  his  armoury  are 
persuasion  and  education,  used  as  his  own  particular  brand  of 
applied  psychology. 
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The  greatest  sanction  against  poor  hygiene  and.  poor  food  remains 
however,  largely  unused  due  to  the  public’s  general  unwillingness 
to  cause  a fuss.  Complaints  concerning  dirty  tables  and  utensils, 
unhygenic  practices  or  suspect  food,  if  brought  to  the  direct 
attention  of  the  management  there  and  then  and  in  front  of  fellow 
customers  must  surely  have  a more  marked  effect  than  either  having 
a little  grumble  to  a neighbour  or  a protest  next  day  to  an 
Inspector  who  more  than  likely  finds  no  evidence,  by  the  time  he 
visits,  to  remonstrate  about. 

Traders,  staff,  the  public  and  Inspectors  should  be  allies  in  a 
more  intelligent  approach  to  the  hygenic  preparation  and 
presentation  of  the  food  we  eat. 

The  new  Pood  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations  1970  were  notified 
during  the  year,  making  various  amendments  to  the  existing 
regulations  and  were  to  come  into  effect  in  the  Spring  of  197*1  • 

The  new  regulations  bring  several  matters  into  line  with 
similar  regulations  applying  to  markets,  stalls  and  delivery 
vehicles.  The  principal  changes  were  that  raw  food  prior  to 
milling  or  refining  for  human  consumption  were  brought  within  the 
scope  of  the  regulations,  unfit  parts  of  food  must  be  separated 
before  sale,  animal  feed  not  to  be  kept  in  a food  room  unless  in 
a closed  container  and  all  food  handlers  to  wear  clean  and 
washable  overclothing. 

In  the  latter  case  exemptions  are  given  to  waiters  and  by 
implication  waitresses  in  catering  establishments,  in  deference 
to  the  traditionally  worn  form  of  attire. 

This  reminds  me  of  a Question  once,  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
when  the  Minister  of  Health  was  asked  if  in  the  interests  of 
hygiene  he  would  take  steps  to  prohibit  the  practice  of  females 
wearing  topless  dresses  and  serving  in  certain  food  consuming 
establishments.  The  Minister  replied  that  the  Food  Hygiene 
regulations  already  provided  a safeguard  for  hygiene  by  requiring 
food  handlers  to  keep  clean  all  parts  of  their  person  which  are 
liable  to  come  into  contact  with  food. 

The  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  i960 

The  number  of  food  premises,  subject  to  the  regulations,  grouped 


in  categories  of  trade  carried  on  in  them  are: 

Bakers  1 
Butchers  12 
Catering  establishments  (Cafes,  restaurants , canteens, etc. ) 75 
Confectioners  (cakes,  sweets,  etc.)  19 
Fish  shops  (wet  and  fried)  6 
Food  factories,  warehouses,  depots  11 
General  food  shops  33 
Greengrocers  8 
Licensed  premises  26 


365  visits  and  inspections  were  made  in  connection  with  premises, 
stalls  and  vehicles  and  thirteen  informal  notices  were  served. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  SAMPLING: 

Seventy-seven  visits  were  made  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
samples  for  submission  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for 
examination  and  report. 

Ice-cream 

Number  of  samples:  Grade  1=3  Grade  2 = 13 

Grade  3 =11  Grade  4 = 4 
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The  majority  of  these  samples  were  obtained  from  mobiles  and 
restaurants  and  whilst  the  results  do  not  appear  particularly 
good,  one  must  remember  that  the  Methylene  Blu<=  Test,  as  applied 
to  ice-cream  is  only  regarded  as  provisional,  the  results  serving 
only  as  a guide  in  sorting  out  lapses  in  hygiene. 

Owing  to  the  numerous  factors  governing  the  hygenic  quality  of 
this  food  it  is  unwise  to  pay  too  much  attention  to  the  results 
on  any  single  sample,  but  to  base  judgement  rather  on  a series  of 
samples  taken  over  a period. 

As  a result  of  regular  sampling  at  restaurants  we  have  encouraged 
the  use  of  a sterilant  for  ice-cream  servers  and  additional 
precautions  for  storage. 

There  are  35  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream  and 
several  mobiles  operate  in  the  district  during  the  peak  season. 

Many  of  these  vans  come  into  the  area  at  irregular  times  and  often 
the  numbers  increase  at  week-ends. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  we  are  unable  to  take  samples  from  some 
of  these  traders  for  a requirement  of  the  test  is  that  samples 
must  arrive  at  the  laboratory  within  two  hours. 

Mobile  ice-cream  vehicles  and  catering  premises  are  not  required 
to  be  registered. 

Other  substances: 

Poultry  factory  processing  water 

Number  of  samples  = 18  reported  generally  satisfactory 

This  check  is  kept  mainly  to  ascertain  the  efficiency  of  the 
chlorine  added  to  water  in  which  the  birds  are  cooled. 

Water  - swimming  pools  = 10  samples  - satisfactory 
- tap  = 8 samples  - satisfactory 


PI1BLT  0 HEALTH  AND  HOUSING 


G-PNKR  AT.: 

During  the  year  many  common  but  varied  complaints  were  dealt 
with,  such  as  condensation  in  council  dwellings,  blockages  in 
drains  and  sewers,  several  unusual  smell  reports  often 
undectectable , often  untraceable  and  often  never  experienced 
again. 

An  enquiry  was  received  concerning  the  disposal  of  a small 
quantity  of  cyanide.  Such  toxic  wastes  are  not  generally 
acceptable  on  local  refuse  tips  and  we  had  had  previous  experience 
of  trying  to  advise  firms  on  whom  to  contact. 

During  1970  a Report  of  the  Technical  Committee  on  the  Disposal 
of  Solid  Toxic  Wastes  was  finally  published  after  spending  six 
years  of  comprehensive  scientific  appraisal  of  all  aspects  of 
disposal  and  it  recommended  tighter  legislation,  more  research  and 
closer  controls. 

Discussions  took  place  between  officers  of  Milton  Keynes 
Development  Corporation  and  Public  Health  Inspectors  of  the 
designated  area  concerning  sites  for  the  caravans  of  building  and 
engineering  workers  who  could  be  expected  to  descend  on  the  area 
once  major  works  commenced. 


20 


We  had  previously  expressed  o^ir  conce  that  proper  sites  and 
facilities  should  be  considered  from  the  outset  and  as  we  would  be 
the  officers  responsible  for  enforcing  licensing  conditions  we 
were  pleased  to  have  been  consulted. 

However,  this  meeting  took  place  early  in  the  year,  since  when 
nothing  further  was  heard  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  our  interest 
is  not  being  overlooked  in  this  matter  or  indeed  the  very  many 
other  environmental  aspects  that  we  are  vitally  concerned  with. 

Another  caravan,  squatting  on  land  at  the  rear  of  licensed 
premises  has  also  caused  us  some  concern.  The  brewery  company 
owning  the  land  took  legal  steps  to  evict  the  occupier,  but  had  not 
succeeded  by  the  year's  end. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE: 

The  group  of  organisms  usually  associated  with  food  poisoning 
include  Salmonella,  Staphylococci,  Clostridium  We lchii  and 
Clostridium  Botulinum,  but  the  latter  deadly  and  fatal  though  it  is, 
is  fortunately  rare  in  this  country,  it's  last  appearance  being  in 
1922. 

The  Salmonella  group  is  now  said  to  consist  of  over  one  thousand 
types  each  given  an  identifying  name  often  associated  with  a place, 
or  a person  who  discovered  it.  Glancing  through  the  lists,  names 
like  S.  havana,  kentucky,  san-diego,  virchow,  tak-song,  london,  etc. 
might  bring  forth  visions  of  world  travel  if  it  were  not  for  the 
more  sinister  aspect  of  this  global  spread. 

S.  typhimurium,  panama  and  montevideo  were  the  culprits  in  the 
ten  cases  brought  to  our  notice.  Most  were  sporadic  in  nature,  but 
for  four  people  in  two  families  affected  by  the  first  mentioned  we 
were  able  to  establish  a link  and  possible  cause. 

Employees  at  a local  factory  had  organised  a barbecue  which  these 
people  had  attended  and  the  main  items  of  food  were  chickens  and  a 
roast  pig.  Prior  cooking  of  the  pig  was  carried  out  a day  or  so 
before  the  event  and  on  the  evening  was  spit-roasted.  Comments 
that  some  of  the  more  deep  seated  parts  were  inadequately  cooked 
was  strong  evidence  that  this  was  the  probable  source.  Insufficient 
cooking  before  that  evening  would  most  likely  have  caused  a 
multiplication  of  the  bacteria  present  in  those  parts  of  the  carcase 
that  heat  did  not  reach. 

Clearly  there  is  an  art  in  seeing  that  whole  carcases  are 
thoroughly  cooked  and  that  amateur  attempts  are  not  to  be  lightly 
undertaken. 

During  the  visit  to  the  factory  mention  was  made  that  several 
other  people  were  absent  with  similar  symptoms  of  the  disease  but 
no  other  notifications  were  received. 

The  swift  affect  of  the  Staphylococcus  organism  showed  itself 
when  within  two  to  three  hours  after  the  mid-day  meal,  large  numbers 
of  school  children  were  stricken  with  violent  vomitting  and  abdominal 
pain.  Most  showed  considerable  improvement  after  an  hour  but  five 
were  seriously  enough  affected  to  be  admitted  to  hospital. 

The  kitchen  producing  the  meal  also  supplied  other  schools  but  not 
all  had  children  who  had  been  affected.  The  menu,  had  included  cold 
pressed  tongue,  several  of  which  had  been  cooked  and  pressed 
previously  and  it  would  appear  that  one  or  more  of  these  tongues 
became  contaminated,  for  laboratory  examination  of  the  retained 
sample  meal  revealed  staphylococcus  and  similar  organisms  were 
isolated  from  a canteen  worker  and  two  of  the  children. 

This  explosive  outbreak,  typical  of  Staphylococcus,  attacked 
approximately  140  children  and  showed  how  even  in  well-run 
establishments  and  school  kitchens  generally  are,  a slight  lapse  of 
hygiene  can  reek  havoc. 
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HOUSING : 

Early  in  the  year,  at  Ministry  request  a slum  clearance  programme 
had  to  he  produced. 

Most  of  the  houses  included  were  individual  or  small  groups  of 
dwellings  scattered  mainly  in  the  eastern  side  of  the  town  and 
were  already  on  our  list  of  properties  under  surveillance  for 
for  possible  action. 

Unfortunately  neither  time  nor  staffing  allowed  us  to  devote 
early  attention  to  the  matter  and  only  one  dwelling  which  had 
become  vacant  was  subjected  to  a report  for  closing.  The  owner's 
agent  offered  to  undertake  works  of  repair  to  make  the  house  fit 
and  this  was  accepted  but  although  the  final  result  lifted  the 
property  from  the  unfit  category  it  still  remains  a sub-standard 
property. 

A blocked  drain  problem  ended  in  the  demolition  of  another 
house,  standing  on  railway  land  adjacent  a crossing.  Investigation 
over  several  weeks  revealed  no  satisfactory  drainage  system 
although  one  must  have  been  operating  previously.  A temporary 
sanitary  facility  was  provided  by  the  owners,  but  as  a new  drainage 
system  was  not  feasible  and  as  an  inspection  of  the  dwelling 
revealed  a deteriorated  state,  our  suggestion  for  demolition  was 
agreed  with  and  quite  quickly  the  occupier  was  re-housed  and  the 
building  demolished. 

Visits  were  paid  to  various  houses-let-in-lodgings  but  it  seemed 
on  one  particular  survey  that  many  occupants  had  departed  from  the 
district . 


Houses  under  Demolition  Orders  - vacant  4 

Houses  under  Demolition  Orders  - occupied  1 

Houses  demolished  after  informal  action  1 

Houses  reported,  subsequently  made  fit  1 

IMPROVEMENT : 

The  Committee  gave  further  consideration  during  the  year  to  the 
implications  of  the  Housing  Act  1969  in  relation  to  the 
discretionary  type  of  grant. 

Although  similar  powers  had  been  available  for  a considerable 
number  of  years  the  Council  had  not  exercised  them  in  giving  such 
grants . 

It  was  finally  decided  that  applications  would  be  entertained 
from  the  beginning  of  the  following  year  in  areas  not  likely  to  be 
affected  by  development  proposals. 

A ban  on  accepting  applications  for  Standard  Grants  from  owners 
of  dwellings  in  certain  central  area  streets  was  continued 
throughout  the  year. 


Standard  Grants: 

Owner/occupied 

Tenanted 

1. 

Applications  received 

13 

11 

Applications  approved 

12 

11 

Number  of  houses  improved 

10 

6 

2. 

Amount  paid  in  grants 

£2,549-10.  7- 

3. 

Average  grant  per  house 

£159-  6.11. 

4-  Amenities  provided 

(a)  fixed  bath  in  a bathroom  13  (d)  internal  water  closet  12 

(b)  wash-hand  basin  13  (e)  sink  3 

(c)  hot  water  supply  14 
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QUALIFICATION  CERTIFICATES: 


The  Housing  Act  1969  introduced  a new  procedure  to  encourage 
landlords  to  improve  their  houses  and  so  qualify  for  increases  in 
rent  by  the  conversion  of  controlled  tenancies  to  regulated 
tenancies . 

The  system  concerns  itself  with  two  categories,  (a)  houses  with 
all  the  standard  amenities  and  in  good  repair,  and  (b)  houses  where 
some  or  all  the  standard  amenities  are  lacking  and  perhaps  repairs 
are  needed. 

In  (a)  a landlord  applies  to  the  Council  for  a Qualification 
Certificate  and  if  the  house  complies  a certificate  may  be  issued 
which  he  takes  to  the  Rent  Officer  for  the  fixing  of  a Fair  Rent. 

For  (b)  a similar  application  must  indicate  the  standard 
amenities  to  be  installed  and  any  necessary  repair  work.  A 
Certificate  of  Provisional  Approval  may  be  issued  and  this  also  is 
taken  to  the  Rent  Officer  for  fixing  a Fair  Rent.  Upon  completion 
of  the  work  a Qualification  Certificate  may  be  issued. 

At  each  of  the  various  stages  of  the  procedure  the  tenant  must 
be  notified  and  there  are  provisions  for  objections. 

As  we  proceeded  to  deal  with  applications  and  inspections  the 
complicated  nature  of  the  system  became  only  too  apparent  and  a 
close  watch  had  to  be  kept  on  all  the  various  steps  required, 
especially  in  (b)  because  these  also  involved  standard  grant 
applications . 

I have  no  doubt  only  landlords  whose  houses  fall  in  (a)  or  who 
are  really  determined  to  improve  their  property  will  persevere , others 
I feel  will  be  quickly  deterred  having  once  experienced  the 
process . 

One  anomaly  which  is  apparent  concerns  the  landlord  who  provides 
a missing  amenity,  say  a wash-hand  basin,  before  he  had  obtained 
the  fair  rent  registration  for  he  loses  his  entitlement  altogether. 


(a)  Where  standard  amenities  provided: 

Applications  5 

Qualification  Certificates  issued  0 

(b)  Where  standard  amenities  were  lacking: 

Applications  16 

Certificates  of  Provisional  Approval 
issued  9 

Qualification  Certificates  issued  2 


Visits,  inspections,  interviews  and  surveys,  etc.  Public  Health 
and  Infectious  Diseases  = 351  '•  Housing  = 91  : Improvement  and 
Standard  Grants  = 85:  Qualification  Certificates  =51. 

AIR  POLLUTION 


The  greatest  talking  point  in  the  clean  air  field  throughout  the 
entire  year  was  without  doubt  the  shortage  of  solid  smokeless  fuels 
that  was  to  engulf  various  parts  of  the  nation  during  the  winter. 

Since  the  passing  of  the  Clean  Air  Act  in  1956  it  was  to  be  the 
hardest  blow  of  all  to  the  good  work  that  had  and  was  being  carried 
out.  Some  forecasts  were  that  the  progress  of  smoke  control  might 
be  halted  until  1972  and  it  was  feared  that  a massive  number  of 
Smoke  Control  Order  suspensions  would  be  sought  and  indeed  several 
hundred  were  lifted  in  London  and  other  major  cities. 

Blame  for  the  situation  flew  in  several  directions.  Government 
spokesmen  laid  it  at  the  door  of  the  previous  administration.  The 
Gas  Board  came  in  for  criticism  for  rapidly  running  down  coke- 
producing  plant  consequent  to  changes  to  natural  gas.  The  N.C.B. 
was  condemned  for  running  down  the  coal  industry  and  for  it 1 s 
failure  to  take  account  of  the  phasing  out  of  gas  works  by 
erecting  new  smokeless  fuel  plants  to  meet  the  alternative  demand. 
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From  the  early  days  of  smoke  control  the  areas  had  depended 
heavily  on  solid  fuels  and  any  interruption  or  diminution  of 
supplies  would  hit  hardest  those  authorities  who  had  tackled  the 
job  with  vigour  and  determination  right  from  the  beginning, 

A halt  called  to  scheduled  closures  of  certain  uneconomic  gas 
works,  anthracite  dust  to  be  exported  to  France  and  imported  in 
the  form  of  smokeless  briquettes,  a plea  to  local  authorities  to 
convert  boilers  in  public  buildings  from  coke  burning  to  other 
fuels  were  all  proposed  as  stop-gaps. 

With  little  hope  of  having  any  Order  of  our  own  confirmed  in 
the  midst  of  this  kind  of  atmosphere  it  was  felt  that  it  would  be 
futile  to  proceed  until  some  end  to  the  crisis  could  be  seen. 

Various  complaints,  pollution  problems  and  technical  matters 
were  dealt  with  throughout  the  year. 

In  one  factory  a new  incinerator  for  disposing  of  amounts  of 
wood  waste  was  proposed,  discussed  and  under  construction  by  the 
end  of  the  year. 

Complaints  concerning  garden  bonfires  were  dealt  with. 

The  alleged  accidental  catching  fire  of  seats  and  tyres  by  car 
dismantlers  attracted  the  service  of  a warning  notice. 

Dense  black  smoke  was  traced  to  a factory,  where  a mobile  boiler 
was  being  brought  into  use  for  a temporary  period,  whilst  the 
permanent  equipment  was  being  repaired  and  after  some  initial 
problems  the  boiler  operated  quite  well. 

The  odd  complaint  about  the  brickworks  was  made  concerning  smut 
fall-out  from  the  chimneys.  The  incident  was  of  only  short 
duration,  a half  an  hour  at  the  most  but  the  irate  caller  had  a 
well  covered  car  to  show  that  it  had  indeed  occurred.  On  such 
occasions  we  explain  that  we  have  no  powers  in  the  matter,  try  to 
explain  the  technical  problems  involved  and  report  the  matter  to 
the  Alkali  Inspector. 

MEASUREMENT ; 

The  most  widespread  of  air  pollutants  are  smoke  and  sulphur 
dioxide  and  the  procedure  for  measuring  both  can  be  conveniently 
combined  in  one  apparatus. 

Particles  of  smoke  are  collected  by  passing  a known  volume  of 
air,  via  a probe  to  the  air  out  side  of  a building,  through  a 
filter  paper  on  which  they  form  a stain.  The  air  thus  filtered 
is  bubbled  through  a weak  solution  of  hydrogen  peroxide  and  the 
sulphuric  acid  arising  from  the  oxidation  of  the  sulphur  dioxide 
absorbed  is  measured  by  titration  with  an  alkali.  A gas  meter 
meaures  the  amount  of  air  drawn  through  the  instrument  by  an 
electric  pump,  which  is  in  continuous  operation,  stopping  only 
for  daily  change  of  the  filter  paper  and  the  exposed  hydrogen 
peroxide . 

The  amount  of  smoke  responsible  for  the  stain  on  the  filter 
paper  is  estimated  photo-electrically  by  means  of  a ref lectometer 
according  to  the  shade  of  darkness  produced. 

Concentrations  of  both  smoke  and  sulphur  dioxide  are  expressed 
in  microgrammes  per  cubic  metre. 

The  concentration  of  pollution  found  at  ground  level  is  a 
balance  between  the  amount  of  pollutants  being  emitted  from 
industrial  and  domestic  sources  and  the  degree  to  which  it  is 
diluted  and  dispersed  by  the  atmosphere. 

The  most  important  factor  controlling  dispersal  is  the  variation 
in  temperature  and  height,  but  wind  conditions  are  also  relevant. 
When  the  wind  is  strong,  high  pollution  levels  occur  only  in 
exceptional  circumstances  but  with  low  wind  strengths 
concentrations  frequently  increase.  The  highest  concentrations 
arise  when  air  temperature  increases  with  height  and  there  is  no 
wind. 


Gauges  such  as  described  are  si  led  to  monitor  general  pollution 
levels  of  an  area  and  in  addition  to  those  mentioned,  other  factors 
play  their  part,  i.e.  rain,  fog,  directional  wind  changes  and  types, 
positions  and  degree  of  surrounding  sources  of  pollution. 

In  the  interpretation  of  results,  care  has  to  be  taken  to  avoid 
drawing  the  wrong  conclusions.  The  instrument  and  method  require 
long-term  measurements  to  be  made.  It  is  essential  that  the 
limitations  are  taken  into  account.,  including  the  following  points: 

although  seasons  of  the  year  can  be  recognised,  differences  in 
pollution  at  different  times  of  the  day  are  not  identified, 
meterological  conditions  which  will  affect  the  pattern  of  fuel 
usage  and  dispersal  of  pollutants. 

The  two  instruments  that  we  operate  are  mainly  expected  to  give  an 
indication  of  the  trends  of  pollution  over  a period  of  time. 

Gauge  Two  has  only  been  in  operation  foraie  year  and  Gauge  One  for 
two  years,  which  at  the  most  would  only  allow  a comparison  between 
one  year  and  another,  which  is  considered  insufficient. 

What  one  might  be  tempted  to  say  is  that  the  western  site,  whilst 
slightly  cleaner  in  smoke  particulate  matter,  it  is  subject  to 
higher  fluctations  in  sulphur  dioxide  but  is  no  worse  in  the  overall 
general  levels.  For  reasons  already  gone  into  this  is  not  put  forward 
as  a serious  interpretation. 

Visits  to  plant,  complaints,  smoke  observat  ons  and  interviews 
amounted  to  128  with  320  attendances  on  the  pollution  gauges. 

Sixteen  notifications  of  proposal:'  b install  furnaces  were 
received  and  applications  for  the  approval  of  chimney  heights  were 
made  or  five  occasions. 
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Microgrammes  per  Cubic  Metre 
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PETROLEUM 


The  growing  vogue  of  self-service  caught  up  with  us  during  the 
year  under  review,  when  an  application  was  received  for  the 
conversion  of  an  existing  filling  station  into  a "Post-Payment 
Attended  Self-Service  Station",  as  we  like  to  style  it. 

The  plans  proposed  additional  underground  storage  tanks,  a 
rearrangement  of  the  forecourt  with  a remote  console  control  over 
new  tri-blender  pumps. 

New  sites  can  be  attractively  arranged  but  it  is  often  doubtful 
whether  existing  sites  can  be  satisfactorily  adapted  from  a 
customer's  point  of  view  and  it  remains  to  be  seen  whether  the 
venture  will  be  commercially  successful. 

We  were  satisfied  that  the  proposal  would  meet  the  additional 
requirements  against  hazard  that  were  demanded  but  although 
approval  was  given  no  work  had  started  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  concept  envisaged  in  such  schemes  is  that  fewer  staff  are 
required  to  operate  the  station  and  that  self-service  is  quicker, 
but  as  a customer,  I should  need  some  extra  inducement  before 
visiting  these  sites  and  before  climbing  back  into  my  car  smelling 
of  petrol. 

Perhaps  the  ultimate  gimmick  might  be  a pump-style  unit 
dispensing  hot  water  and  soap,  a kind  of  "wash-before-you-leave"  — 
coin  in  the  slot  of  course. 

About  the  middle  of  the  year  an  explosion  occurred  at  a local 
factory  which  manufactures  adhesives,  causing  injuries  to  two 
employees  and  substantial  damage  to  the  building. 

Our  inspection  ascertained  that  the  licensed  storage  of 
petroleum  substances  was  not  involved. 

The  management  gave  immediate  notification  to  the  Home  Office  and 
H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  as  required  and  investigations  were 
carried  out  by  both  an  Explosives  Inspector  and  a Factory  Inspector. 

Although  it  was  clear  that  flammable  vapours  were  involved  the 
precise  method  of  ignition  was  obscure.  Static  electricity  and 
the  atmospheric  conditions  prevailing  that  day  were  suggested  as 
possibilities . 

During  the  year  two  licences  were  amended  for  changes  in  storage 
facilities  and  amounts  stored.  Three  new  licences  were  issued  and 
three  discontinued.  Fifty-one  licences  are  on  issue  involving 
over  214>000  gallons  of  petroleum  substances. 

Ullage  tests  were  arranged  on  eight  of  the  older  tanks  and  all 
passed  satisfactorily. 

Visits  to  supervise  and  carry  out  tests  of  new  installations, 
routine  inspections  and  inspections  for  licence  issue,  discussions 
on  plans  and  other  interviews  totalled  316.  Thirty-five  informal 
notices  were  served  and  all  complied  with. 
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FACTORIES 


Roughly  defined  a "factory"  consists  of  premises  where  persons  are 
employed  in  manual  labour  and  in  which  articles  for  sale  are  made, 
altered,  adapted,  cleaned,  washed,  etc. 

Factories  may  be  classified  as  powered  or  non-powered  according 
to  the  type  of  machinery  used,  or  the  lack  of  it  and  the  duties  of 
the  local  authority  vary  in  each  category . 


PRESCRIBED  PARTICULARS  ON  THE  ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE 

FACTORIES  ACT  1961 

PART  1 OF  THE  ACT 


l)  INSPECTION  for  the  purpose  of  the  provisions  as  to  health 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Inspect- 

ions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Section  1 ,2,3*4  and 

6 are  to  be  enforced 
| by  Local  Authorities 

13 

3 

’ 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which 

Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local 

Authority 

134 

44 

3 

! 

r. 

| 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 
(excluding  Outworkers' 
premises) 

9 

9 

| 

Total 

156 

56 

3 

I 

. — 
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2)  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  four:-. 


Number  of  cases  in 
which  defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 

referred 

which 

Found 

Reme- 

died 

To  H.M. 
Insp 

By  H.M. 
Insp 

prose- 

cutions 

were 

instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Overcrowding  ( S . 2 ) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable 

Temperature  (S.3) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate 

Ventilation  (S.4) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (S.6) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sanitary 

Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

1 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

3 

7 

- 

2 

- 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including 

offences  relating 
to  Outwork) 

. 

Total 

3 

8 

- 

2 

- 
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PARI  I OF  r ACT. 

3 : 3 nd  134) 

OUTWORK 


Nature 

of 

| Work 

No.  of 
outworkers 
in  August 
list 

required 

by 

Section 

1 33(1 )(c) 

No.  of 

cases 

of 

default 

in 

sending 
to  the 
Council 

No . of 
prose- 
cutions 
for 

failure 

to 

supply 

lists 

No . of 
instances 
of  work 
in  un- 
wholesome 
premises 

Notices 

served 

Prose- 

cutions 

Wearing 
apparel 
Making, etc . 

49 

Artificial 
Flowers 
Making  of ; 

1 

Stuffed 

Toys 

Making  of ; 

21 

Brushes 

Making  of ; 

7 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unclassified 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

WORKING  CONDITIONS  IN  OFFICES  AND  SHOPS 

Non-industrial  employment  embraces  a large  variety  of  occupations 
and  in  many  cases  the  number  of  employees  is  small. 

Nevertheless,  inspections  must  consist  of  a detailed  examination 
of  the  premises  where  persons  are  employed  to  work  in  order  to 
detect  infringements  of  the  Act  and  generally  maintain  and  improve 
the  working  environment , 

Shown  in  the  following  table  are  the  various  types  of  business 
involved  in  the  scope  of  the  Act,  The  numbers  shown  for  employees 
can  never  be  certain  for  the  reason  that  apart  from  the  initial 
registration  of  premises  and  staff,  they  can  only  be  brought  up  to 
date  as  each  revisit  is  made.  Also  indicated  are  the  headings  of 
the  various  items  each  of  which  attract  detailed  attention  during 
an  inspection. 

There  are  no  provisions  under  the  Act  for  serving  a notice  or 
otherwise  informing  the  employer  that  he  is  contravening  the  law 
and  thus  giving  him  an  opportunity  to  put  things  right.  The  only 
official  remedy  open  to  an  Inspector  upon  finding  conditions 
constituting  an  offence  is  to  prosecute  the  offender. 

This  is  contrary  to  normal  public  health  practice  and  would  be 
condemned  by  many  as  high-handed  except  in  the  most  blatant  cases 
of  neglect. 

If  we  accept  the  idea  of  informing  the  employer,  int ’ mating  that 
there  are  contraventions  of  the  law  upon  his  premises  and  giving 
him  time  to  attend  the  matters  we  lay  ourselves  open  to  a possible 
criticism  of  condoning  the  offence  and  of  having  failed  to  enforce 
the  law  as  laid  down  by  Parliament. 
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This  is  a difficulty  that  has  been  known  for  years  in  connection 
with  other  legislation  but  one  feels  that  it  establishes  better 
relations  and  co-operation  if  one  advises  the  responsible  person 
that  there  is  a breach  of  the  law  rendering  him  liable  to 
prosecution  and  upon  conviction,  to  fairly  severe  penalties. 

There  are  cases,  however,  when  it  is  necessary  to  state  the  latter 
clearly  for  some  people  are  inclined  to  treat  the  whole  matter  as 
petty  bureaucracy  on  the  part  of  the  Inspector. 

Ten  such  informal  notices  were  served  throughout  the  year  and 
nine  were  complied  with. 

Investigations  were  carried  out  on  two  accidents. 


OFFICES.  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PfiEMTS.ES  ACT.  1 06^ 


REQTSTRATTONS  AND  OFNERAT,  INSPECTIONS 


Class  of  premises 

Number  of 
premises 
registered 
during  the 
year 

Number  of 
registered 
premises 
at  end  of 
year 

Number  of 
registered 
premises 
receiving  a 
general 
inspection 
during  the 
year 

Offices 

15 

100 

18 

Retail  Shops 

6 

133 

15 

Wholesale  shops, 
warehouses 

2 

10 

2 

Catering  establishments 
open  to  public,  canteens 

3 

16 

6 

Fuel  storage  depots 

- 

1 

- 

Total 

26 

260 

41 

Total  number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  by  Inspectors  to  Registered 
Premises  = I65. 


) 1. 
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ANALYSIS  OF  RECORDED  PARTICULARS  OF  PERSONS  EMPLOYED 
IN  REGISTERED  PREMISES  BY  WORKPLACE 


Class  of  workplace 

Number  of 
Persons  employed 

Offices 

1,120 

Retail  shops 

798 

Wholesale  departments, 
warehouses 

66 

Catering  establishment 
open  to  public 

138 

Canteens 

13 

Fuel  storage  depots 

2 

Total  2,137 

TOTAL  MALES  1 ,042 

TOTAL  FEMALES  1,095 


ANALYSIS  OF  CONTRAVENTIONS 


Section  Number  of  Contraventions 
found 

Section  Number  of  Contra vent:  r 
f ound 

4 

Cleanliness 

1 

14 

Seats 

(Sedentary  workers) 

- 

5 

Overcrowding 

- 

15 

Eating  Facilities 

6 

Temperature 

5 

16 

Floors,  passage  and 
stairs 

3 

7 

Ventilation 

3 

17 

Fencing  exposed 
parts  machinery 

. 

. 

8 

Lighting 

2 

18 

Protection  of  young 
persons  from 
dangerous  machinery 

i 

9 

Sanitary 

Conveniences 

3 

19 

Training  of  young 
persons  working  at 
dangerous  machinery 

- 

10 

Washing  facilities 

- 

23 

Prohibition  of  heavy 
work 

— 

11 

Supply  of  drinking 
water 

1 

24 

First  aid  general 
provision 

6 

12 

Clothing  accommodation 

- 

50 

Posting  of  abstracts 
of  the  Act 

5 

13 

Sitting  facilities 

- 

Total 

29 
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Supplemental  to  the  Rodent  Officer's  work,  sixty-eight  visits 
were  recorded  by  Inspectors  carried  out  either  in  conjunction  with 
him  or  for  supervisory  purposes  or  additional  to  the  inspection  of 
premises  for  some  other  purpose. 

The  occasional  but  persistant  appearance  of  rat  holes  in  the 
gardens  of  a particular  area  of  dwellings  invoked  us  to  carry  out 
a survey  and  test  baiting  of  all  the  drains  and  sewers.  Although 
slight  "takes"  of  bait  were  recorded  the  result  was  inconclusive 
and  gave  us  no  real  clue  as  to  why  the  problem  kept  repeating. 

It  is  known  that  some  unused  connections  to  the  sewers  were  not 
blocked  off  when  the  houses  were  built,  but  these  are  being  dug 
down  to  by  workmen  and  sealed  up  each  time  a rodent  emergence 
gives  an  indication  of  the  position. 

A report  of  rats  drew  our  attention  to  a vacant  and  near 
derelict  building  and  what  gave  rise  to  the  most  concern,  was  not 
that  there  was  evidence  of  rodents,  but  that  the  place  appeared  to 
be  used  as  a play-place  by  children  or  youths  and  was  likely  to 
prove  dangerous  to  them. 

A request  to  the  owners  brought  about  the  boarding  up  of  the 
premises,  but  the  view  was  stressed  that  the  building  should  be 
demolished  for  even  though  it  was  listed  as  of  architectural  or 
historical  interest  it  seemed  very  doubtful  if  it  could  or  would 
ever  be  put  into  a usable  state. 

The  Rodent  Officer  continued  to  survey  and  treat,  as  became 
necessary,  various  Council  property,  the  main  places  for  close 
supervision  being  the  sewage  works  and  the  refuse  tip. 

The  district  sewers  were  given  their  six-monthly  survey  and 
treatment,  the  results  again  indicating  little  infestation  and 
proving  beyond  doubt  the  value  of  constant  vigilance. 

Regular  visits  were  paid  to  the  twenty-six  shops  and  factories 
that  are  the  subject  of  contract  agreements  with  seventeen  firms. 

As  usual,  complaints  of  a wide  variety  of  insects  were  made  for 
which  a total  of  231  visits  were  made  for  eradication  and  advice. 
Ants,  clover  mite,  fleas,  bed-bugs,  wasps  and  bees  were  some  of 
the  types  dealt  with. 

At  one  house  a treatment  for  bed-bugs  did  not  calm  the  occupiers 
fears,  so  she  was  instructed  to  empty  the  affected  rooms  and  place 
the  contents  in  the  garden.  The  weather  proved  ideal  and  a very 
thorough  treatment  of  beds,  bedding,  carpets  and  the  emptied  rooms 
solved  the  problem. 

healing  with  wasp-nests  is  not  a matter  to  be  lightly  undertaken. 
The  Rodent  Officer  dealt  with  thirty-eight  and  was  stung  numerous 
times,  rarely  receiving  any  gratitude  for  what  after  all  is  an 
often  painfull  and  unpleasant  task.  The  ideal  time  to  tackle  the 
nest  is  at  dusk  when  all  the  inmates  are  at  home. 

In  one  curious  case,  where  advice  was  requested,  a school  had 
received  a supply  of  imported  microscopes.  It  wasn't  spots 
before  the  eyes  of  the  users,  but  minute  and  unidentified  insects 
trapped  between  the  lenses. 


33 


Our  efforts  the  previous  year  had  not  solved  the  pigeon  problem 
affecting  several  blocks  of  flats  and  the  defacement  of  window 
cills  and  entrances  by  droppings  was  continuing.  The  tenants  at 
one  block  got  so  fed  up  that  a petition  was  organised. 

These  buildings,  being  higher  than  those  surrounding,  helped  to 
attract  the  birds  and  there  was  no  doubt  that  at  some  of  the  flats 
certain  people  were  providing  food  for  them. 

A report  was  discussed  by  the  Committee  and  it  was  decided  to 
approach  specialist  firms  for  estimates. 

After  carrying  out  surveys  of  all  the  buildings  affected,  two 
firms  submitted  estimates  and  these  were  under  consideration 
when  the  year  ended. 


Type  of  property 

Non- Agricultural 

Agricultural 

Total 

Total  number  of  visits  to 
properties  inspected  as  a 
result  of  notification 

441 

441 

Total  number  of  visits  to 
properties  inspected  in 
the  course  of  survey  under 
the  Act 

1 ,718 

28 

1,746 

Revisits 

624 

NOISE 

In  this  country,  as  in  the  majority  of  advanced  countries,  one 
of  the  biggest  forms  of  nuisance  in  the  urban  environment  is  that 
of  noise. 

Our  environment  is  the  total  of  all  external  conditions,  premises 
places  and  things  affecting  us  as  a community.  Noise  in  our 
environment  will  affect  us  all  and  it  will  include  sound  energy 
from  road  vehicles,  musical  instruments,  human  and  animal  noises. 

Noise  is  unwanted  sound  and  however  caused  is  a form  of 
pollution,  the  fact  that  it  is  invisible  should  not  detract  from 
the  word. 

The  Noise  Abatement  Act  has  now,  been  on  the  statute  books  since 
i960  and  there  are  many  who  feel  that  its'  powers  are  strictly 
limited  and  that  the  time  has  come  for  a review. 

Certain  noises,  under  the  Act,  mainly  to  do  with  loudspeakers 
and  similar  apparatus  on  vehicles,  are  prohibited,  but  the 
majority  of  noises  that  one  receives  complaints  about  must  be 
slotted  in  the  category  of  a statutory  nuisance  if  one  is  to  be 
able  to  do  anything  about  them. 

A statutory  nuisance  has  been  defined  as  "an  inconvenience  more 
than  fanciful,  more  than  one  of  delicacy  or  fastidiousness 
materially  interfering  with  the  ordinary  comfort  of  human 
existence  not  merely  according  to  elegant  or  dainty  modes  or 
habits  of  living,  but  according  to  plain  and  sober  and  simple 
notions  among  the  people" 
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That  the  public  is  becoming  less  tolerant  of  noise  there  is  no 
doubt,  but  they  must  be  prepared  to  play  their  part,  e.g.  it  is 
no  use  complaining  about  a neighbour's  garden  bonfire  smoke  if 
one's  radio  is  left  to  blare  out  most  of  the  day.  We  often  find 
ourselves  sandwiched  between  claims  and  counter-claims  such  as 
this  and  great  tact  has  to  be  used. 

Of  the  ten  complaints  dealt  with  over  the  year,  in  only  two 
cases  had  there  been  any  approach  to  the  producer  of  the  noise 
before  asking  us  to  intervene. 

In  the  previous  years'  report  mention  was  made  of  an  industrial 
noise  causing  concern  to  the  house  adjoining  a factory. 

Little  progress  was  made  in  tackling  the  nuisance  until  half 
way  through  the  year  when  a new  firm  took  over.  About  this  time 
an  Abatement  Notice  was  served  and  the  new  owners  set  about 
finding  a remedy.  Although  a reduction  of  the  noise  was 
achieved  by  mounting  the  offending  machine  on  anti-vibration  pads 
and  by  enclosing  it  in  a sound- limiting  structure,  the  end  of 
the  year  found  us  waiting  to  go  before  the  court  to  obtain  a 
Nuisance  Order. 

Several  complaints  concerned  neighbours'  dogs  and  such  cases 
are  extremely  difficult  to  deal  with. 

Fortunately  for  one  group  of  sufferers,  and  to  their  great 
relief,  the  breeder  of  particularly  noisy  dogs  moved  away. 

Collecting  conclusive  evidence,  sufficient  to  take  before  a 
court  is  a great  problem.  We  attempted  to  do  this  where  the 
complaints  from  several  neighbours  concerned  the  keeping  of  over 
a dozen  dogs.  By  mounting  a continuous  surveillance,  working  in 
relays,  we  kept  observation  for  over  fourteen  hours.  The  barking 
heard  was  sporadic,  ranging  from  mere  whimpers  to  loud  barks  but 
never  lasting  more  than  a minute  or  two  and  very  often  with  long 
periods  of  silence.  We  realised  that  we  would  practically  have 
to  live  with  the  complainants  to  experience  the  problem  as  they 
did.  Our  final  conclusion  was  to  offer  the  advice  that  they 
should  take  the  action  themselves  before  the  justices  as  the  Act 
allows,  but  as  nothing  has  been  heard  about  such  steps  being 
taken  it  would  appear  that  they  were  reluctant  to  do  so. 

The  mobile  boiler  mentioned  in  a previous  section  was  also  the 
source  of  a noise  complaint.  Sited  outside  the  factory  building, 
the  intermittent  starting  up  of  the  oil  burners  disturbed  the 
sleep  of  certain  residents  nearby.  The  boiler  was  essential  to 
production  and  short  of  closing  the  factory  down  nothing  much 
could  be  done.  Repairs  to  the  factory  boiler  took  several  weeks 
but  once  put  back  into  commission  the  nuisance  ceased. 

Another  short  term  annoyance  involved  concrete  breakers  in  a 
factory  during  the  night  when  normal  production  had  ceased. 

Lack  of  means  of  measuring  noise  can  be  a disadvantage  when 
dealing  with  machine-made  noises,  yet  so  far  the  number  of  cases 
warranting  such  an  instrument  has  been  small. 

Inspectors  of  neighbouring  authorities  were  in  a similar 
dilemma  so  after  having  demonstrations  of  various  sound  level 
meters  we  decided  to  pool  resources  and  purchase  equipment 
between  us. 

Over  eighty  visits  were  made  to  deal  with  noise  complaints,  the 
majority  however,  being  in  connection  with  first  mentioned  case. 


35 


PLAINS 

The  planning  of  alterations  1 new  buildings  continues  apace  and 
with  the  progress  of  the  greater  part  of  development  to  come,  a 
busy  time  can  be  seen  ahead  in  this  field  alone. 

It  will  no  doubt  be  obvious  from  the  wide  variety  of  subjects 
covered  in  this  report  that  to  attempt  to  gain  initial  compliance 
with  a multitude  of  legislation  and  so  ensure  that  structural 
demands  are  met,  one  is  obliged  to  undertake  a detailed  scrutiny 
of  all  relevant  plans. 

Many  drawings  are  complicated  and  in  searching  for  infringements 
in  any  one  plan  an  examination  might  take  in  a whole  range  of 
subjects  concerning  for  example,  food  hygiene,  factory  legislation, 
clean  air,  offices  and  shops,  and  petroleum. 

Forty-two  plans  were  inspected  during  the  year  accompanied  by 
invetable  time  consuming  discussions  with  architects,  correspondence 
and  site  visits. 


PET  ANIMALS  ACT  1951 


This  Act  sets  out  to  control  the  conditions  in  which  pets  are 
kept  prior  to  sale  and  premises  where  such  sales  take  place  are 
subject  to  inspection  and  licensing. 

One  pet  shop  closed  down  during  the  year,  one  new  licence  issued 
and  three  other  renewed. 


SCRAP  METAL  DEALERS  ACT  1 964 

Local  authorities  are  responsible  for  maintaining  a register  of 
dealers  in  scrap  metal  who  either  have  a store  in  the  area  or  if 
not  having  a store,  reside  or  have  business  premises  in  the  area. 
Other  parts  of  the  Act  are  enforced  by  the  police. 

Pour  applications  were  received  and  registered. 





